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and La Bourdonnais, had been endeavouring in a series of
campaigns, to which we shall later have to devote attention, to
found a French empire on the ruins of the British East India
Company, which in September 1746 had to surrender its chief
settlement Madras. In America a hastily raised citizen force,
assisted by good fortune, and dissensions and indiscipline
among its enemies, and backed up by a British squadron, had
succeeded in reducing the strong French defended port of
Louisburg on Cape Breton Island. In the Low Countries
Saxe was still pursuing his career of conquest, securing
Brussels and Antwerp, and then turning south-eastward against
the fortresses on the Sambre and the Meuse. The Allies, slow
as ever in mustering their forces, were unable until the autumn
to oppose him with approximately equal numbers, and even
when at length the armies engaged in battle at Rocoux, outside
Li&ge, Saxe had 120,000 men to pit against their 80,000.
Masking their right and falling in force on their left and centre,
he forced them after several hours of fierce fighting to relin-
quish their ground and retire in good order to the east of the
Meuse. The tale of the year's disappointments was closed by
a futile and unsuccessful British incursion against the coast
of Brittany.
All this only spurred the Allies, and especially the British, to
further efforts. An army of close on 100,000 men was collected
early in 1747 at Breda under Cumberland's command, in face
of the French force of 120,000 on the Lower Scheldt. After
a futile advance against Antwerp, which he found too strong to
be attacked, Cumberland fell back to the east of Brussels, whence
he was hurriedly summoned by a report that Saxe was moving
on the Meuse and menacing Maastricht. After a week of
intricate manoeuvring, the contending armies clashed at Laf-
feld Saxe succeeded after repeated efforts in piercing the
Allied centre and compelling them to fall back, heroically
covered by self-sacrificing cavalry charges. Though tactically
defeated, Cumberland may fairly be said to have foiled his
adversary's main strategic design and saved Maastricht; the
latter had to be content with the capture of the less important
fortress of Bergen-op-Zoom and the occupation of Dutch
Brabant as the final fruit of the campaign.
By 1748 both sides were heartily sick of the war and quite
ready to talk peace. The triumphant career of Saxe in the
Netherlands continued uninterruptedly, and the Allies, who
could only muster some 35,000 men against his 100,000, had no
choice but to look on helplessly while he invested and took
Maastricht. As against this, however, the supremacy of the
British at sea and the depredations of their privateers more than